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Wednesday, Oct. 4th   Lifetouch Picture Day 
Thursday, Oct. 5th   Interim Reports Go Home 
Friday, Oct. 13th    4th Grade Trip to Genesee Valley 
     Pre K Trip to Clark’s Farm 
     Kindergarten Trip to Green Meadows Farm 
Tuesday, Oct. 17th   2nd Grade Trip to Banneker Park 
     PTA Trivia Night 7:00 pm 
Wednesday, Oct. 18th   2nd Grade Trip to Banneker Park 
Thursday, Oct. 19th   Schoolwide Fire Drill 
Friday, Oct. 20th    MSEA Convention, School Closed for Students 
Monday, Oct. 23rd   Allergy Awareness Assembly 
Tuesday, Oct. 24th   PTA General Meeting 7:00 pm in the Library 
Friday, Oct. 27th    Middle School Madness in Gym 6-10 pm 
Tuesday, Oct. 31st   Halloween Parade 2:15 pm 
Friday, Nov. 3rd    First Marking Period Ends 
     School Close at 12:40 pm 

 
        

Principal’s Message   

Back to School Night 
Thanks to the many parents and caregivers who attended our annual “Back to School Night” 
on September 12th. It was wonderful to see so many of our families here at this event. We look 
forward to seeing you at other upcoming school events where you will have an opportunity to 
interact with WES staff members. Let’s continue to work together to provide the best 
educational experience we can for your children. 
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For Your Information  

Lunchtime at Westchester 
Thank you for those of you have volunteered in the cafeteria. We greatly appreciate your time 
and the extra set of hands and eyes you provide.  While we have napkins and our famous 
“sporks”, we greatly appreciate when students pack their own supplies needed when packing 
lunches.  Below are the prices and ways to prepay on-line.  You may still send a cash or check 
your child; however, prepaying on line is great option for all.     

 
Arrival and Dismissal 
It is great to see so many parents dropping off students after a nice walk to school.  As we 
begin the second quarter, we would like to see all students walking into their classrooms on 
their own as we build their independence.  Thank you for sending in notes with your child 
regarding dismissal changes.  A note early in the day always makes for a smoother dismissal.  If 
an emergency arises during the day, please call the school so we can be sure that the message 
is received and shared with the appropriate staff members.  You may also send an email to 
jbaldwin3@bcps.org, lfoster3@bcps.org and your child’s teacher.  Teachers are busy with our 
students and don’t always have the opportunity to see emails arriving later in the day.  Thank 
you to everyone for your great communication.     

Automated Call-Out Update 
Communication is very important to us at Westchester and we try to be mindful of how and 
when we send our messages.  Most messages will be delivered in the evening so as not to 
alarm parents during the school day.  Messages during the school day will be sent if there is 
information that we believe parents should have before their children arrive home.   Please do 
not be alarmed if you receive a call or email during the school day.  Text messages are limited 
to 300 characters so we will rarely use this option.  In the case of a late bus of more than 10-15 
minutes, we will send an automated message to all students.   Sending a message to all 
students is the fastest way to send a message.  If you have any questions about 
communication and “Call Outs”, please contact the school. 
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Reading Specialist Message  
A Note from the Reading Specialist 

Welcome back to another great school year! I’d like to take a minute to introduce myself. My 

name is Mrs. Schwab and I’ve been teaching at Westchester for 16 years!!! I taught in the 

classroom for 14 years before becoming the Reading Specialist last year. If you see me in the 

car rider line, in the hallway, or in the classroom, please make sure to introduce yourself  

This year, our county-wide focus is LITERACY! Literacy is defined as the ability to read, write, 

listen, speak clearly, and think critically. Our school-wide focus is FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS! We 

are working hard to make sure that students as early as Pre-K are getting the foundational 

skills they need to become fluent readers and writers.  

Sight Word Recognition is an essential component of literacy and a key component of 

foundational skills. This year, I am looking for volunteers to assist with creating and organizing 

sight word materials and games, as well as volunteers to assist with helping our early readers 

become fluent in their sight word recognition. If you are interested in helping, please email me 

at tschwab@bcps.org . 

I look forward to working with you this year  

 

Technology Update  
BCPS One Changes! 
Due to increased security enhancements, parents will no longer require a verification code to 
create an account in BCPS One.  Parents identified in the BCPS Student Information System as 
a contact authorized to make education decisions will be allowed to access their student’s 
information in BCPS One.  This security enhancement will require authorized parents to 
provide an e-mail address, first name, and last name that matches the information in our 
Student Information System.  If the e-mail provided upon sign-up does not match, parents will 
need to contact Ms. Foster or Mrs. Baldwin to update their email in the Student Information 
System.  Please use the following link for assistance https://bcpsone.bcps.org/support/ , or 
contact Mrs. Crabb, acrabb@bcps.org, if you need additional assistance.   
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Nurse’s Message   
Welcome to Fall!  It’s a good idea to start thinking about dressing for the weather.  Mornings 
at the bus stop are often cold, and later it can be quite warm at recess. Dressing in layers will 
keep your child warm and comfortable.  Sweatshirts over a t-shirt might be a good choice. 
 
Cold and flu season will be here before you know it.  The American Academy of Pediatrics 
recommends that “the flu vaccine should be given to everyone 6 months and older…by the 
end of October, if possible.”  It is your best bet to protect against severe influenza.  Talk to 
your Doctor, many offices run flu shot clinics in the evening or on weekends. 
  
Great ways to keep your kids (and family!) healthy this fall and winter: 

 Wash your hands frequently 

 Cover your nose and mouth when coughing or sneezing  

 Get a good night’s sleep 

 Eat healthy foods to fuel your body and fight off viruses 
 

There are several field trips coming up soon.  If your child should bring an Epi-Pen or Albuterol 
on the trip, please do contact your physician to have them fill in a Medication Order Form.  
You will need to bring in the Order From and your medication at least a few days before the 
trip.  The form is located online at http://bcps.org/offices/sss/health/ under "Frequently Used 
Health Forms:" and then "Medication Order Form".  You can also have your doctor fax the 
completed order to 410-887-1092.  
 
The Health Suite would greatly appreciate donations of the following: 

 girl’s size XS (4T or 5T) underwear 

 girl’s size S (5-6) underwear 

 girl’s small pants, from size 4T-S (5-6).  Leggings work great for girls. 

 boy’s size S (5-6) underwear 

 boy’s small pants, from 5T-M (7-8).  Sweatpants are great for boys. 

 Kleenex 
 
Again, if you have any concerns about your child's health please feel free to stop in or call me. 
 
Angela Horman, RN * School Nurse * 410-887-1091 * ahorman@bcps.org 
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Counselor’s Message  
Virtue of the Month:  

Each month WES will have a virtue. Students will hear the virtue of the month within their 
classrooms & over announcements. They will discuss what the virtue means & ways to 

practice it. 
October Virtue of the Month: Kindness  

Kindness is showing that you care, being thoughtful for other’s 
needs, showing compassion when someone is sad or needs  

your help. 
You are practicing kindness when you: 

- You give attention to those that need help 
- Do thoughtful things to make others feel happy 

- Accept people for who they are- accept differences 
 

 

 

 

 

A reminder about Elementary & Middle School Magnet Programs for students entering 
Kindergarten & 6th grade next school year (2018-2019): Your student should have received a 

brochure during the week of September 11-13TH. There are several important dates included in 
that information. 

 Magnet Showcase Events: October & November, locations & times vary  

 Sudbrook Magnet Showcase: Wednesday, October 25 at 5 p.m. 

 Applications Released: October 4, 2017 

 The application deadline is: FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 2017  
 

Please contact me with any questions/concerns about the Magnet programs/application 
process! 

 

THANK YOU! 
Thank you to everyone who has completed and turned in their volunteer 

paperwork! Westchester is very lucky to have such a supportive 
community! We love having volunteers in the classrooms and the cafeteria! 

If you have not yet completed the volunteer application or training, you can find them at 
www.bcps.org under the PARENTS tab.  

 

 

Ask your child: What 

does it mean to be 

kind? What is 

something you can do 

to be kind to someone 

else? 

ATTENTION all Pre- K & 5TH GRADE PARENTS!! 
 

http://www.bcps.org/


PTA Update  
The WES PTA has two events in the month of October! 
On October 17, please join us for our second annual Trivia Night at 7pm in the Westchester 
cafeteria! We have questions geared to all age levels, including a few to practice Spanish, and 
fabulous prizes! Please visit westchesterespta.org during the last week of September to begin 
registration for this great event! 
October 24 is our second meeting of the school year, and our first-ever “Open Forum” Event. 
Please feel free to email questions/concerns ahead of time, on any WES-related subject, to 
president@westchesterespta.org or westchester21228@gmail.com, and we will be sure to 
address them at the meeting.  
 

La PTA tiene dos actividades durante el mes de Octobre. 
Únase a nosotros el 17 de octubre para nuestra segunda Noche Anual de Trivia, a las siete de 
la noche en la cafetería. Tenemos preguntas para todos estudiantes, en inglés y en español, y 
premios fabulosos. Durante la semana última de Septiembre, comenzaramos la registración en 
el sitio westerchesterespta.org. 
Nuestra reunión segunda del año escolástica ocurre el 24 de Octobre. Tenemos la oportunidad 
para familias preguntar de todos asuntos de esta escuela; por favor envielos 
a president@westchesterespta.org o westchester21228@gmail.com. Se puede enviar 
preguntas en español. 

Westchester Winners  
The Schwarz family is excited to announce that Westchester Elementary School has been 
voted “Best School” in the 2017 Catonsville 4th of July Parade.  Our team of students and 
families had a lot of fun putting together a float for the theme “Independence Day the 
Catonsville Way”.  Thank you to all that contributed in building a float that contained musical 
instruments, fireworks, ice cream and snowballs, along with parade float bling.  We would like 
to thank the following families:  Dan Chambers/Jennifer Phillips, Kelly and Chris Franks, Allison 
Smith, Jennifer and Josh Smith, the Sabatelli family and Purrazzello and Son for use of their 
trailer.   

Safety   

The front parking lot will be open to visitors daily from 9:30 am – 2:30 pm. However during 
inclement or cold weather, we may block off the front parking lot in order to provide the 
students another area for their recess. The side parking is still available for parking and there is 
also parking available in front of the school on Old Frederick Road. If you need assistance 
getting into the building during the day, please contact the front office at 410-887-1088. Thank 
you for understanding our need for to safely accommodate our students. 
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Parent Visitation and Volunteerism   

Your child’s safety is extremely important to all of us. To ensure the safety of everyone, all 
visitors coming into the school building must report to the front office to sign-in and obtain a 
visitor’s or volunteer badge, which must be visibly worn throughout the duration of the visit.  
 
Parents are welcome to visit their child’s classroom at any time. To ensure there is minimal 
disruption, we ask that parents have a specific room number and staff member to whom they 
will be reporting. The office staff will check with the identified teacher prior to any visitor or 
volunteer going to a scheduled appointment. We ask that all visitors and volunteers please 
wait in the office until the office staff indicates that the staff member is ready for the 
scheduled appointment. Visitors and volunteers should not walk throughout the school 
building to “visit” other classes or staff without a prior arranged, specific appointment. At the 
conclusion of your visit, please report back to the office to sign out. Additionally if you are 
dropping off a forgotten snack, lunch, assignment, etc. please leave these items in the office. 
The office staff will get these items to the teacher to give to your child. Thank you again for 
adhering to this policy and putting instruction and safety first! 
 

Change of Dismissal Plans   

Occasionally, a student’s dismissal plan needs to be changed. If this should occur for your 
child, we ask that you e-mail the teacher and the office of the change and call the office as a 
back-up. Teachers are busy with instruction and sometimes the teacher is absent, therefore, 
the e-mail is not always read prior to dismissal and the school is then not be aware of the 
change. The office e-mails are: jbaldwin3@bcps.org  and lfoster3@bcps.org  
 

Where to Find Information  

School Website:     PTA Website: 

http://westchesteres.bcps.org   www.westchesterespta.org 

 

Follow us on  
You are invited to follow what is going on here at school by connecting with  

Twitter.com/westchesterelem 

 

BCPS School Status Information Line - 443-809-5555 
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